Matriptase does not require hepatocyte growth factor activator inhibitor type-1 for activation in an epithelial cell expression model.
Matriptase is a type II transmembrane serine protease. Paradoxically, activation of this protease is thought to require its physiological inhibitor, hepatocyte growth factor activator inhibitor type-1 (HAI-1). In the present study, however, we obtained evidence in a stable transfection experiment using Madin-Darby canine kidney cells that matriptase activation does not require HAI-1.